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MISSION STATEMENT:
The mission of the CFC is to support and to promote philanthropy
through a voluntary program that is employee-focused, cost-efficient
and effective in providing all Federal employees the opportunity to 

improve the quality of life for all.

What is the CFC?
The CFC is the only authorized solicitation of employees in the Federal workplace on behalf of charitable
organizations.  It continues to be the largest and most successful workplace fundraising model in the world.  With a
tradition of commitment to the community through the selfless efforts of Federal employees, the CFC has its roots in
the many charitable campaigns of the early 1960’s.  Seeing a need to bring the diversity of fundraising efforts under
one umbrella, Federal employees created the CFC – one campaign, once a year.  In 2003, Federal employees across
the country raised more than $249 million for charitable causes.

Structure of the CFC
The CFC is made up of local CFCs that raise funds in Federal workplaces across the country.  Local charities that
serve the local area or adjacent counties apply directly to the Local Federal Coordinating Committee (LFCC) – which
serves as a “Board of Directors” of  the local CFC.  The LFCC is composed of Federal employees and representatives
of labor unions with Federal employees as members.  Decisions regarding the inclusion of charities in the local
campaigns are made by the LFCC.  LFCCs are also responsible for the oversight of the local CFC in conformance
with the CFC regulations and policies established by the Office of Personnel Management.  Local charities admitted
to a CFC by the LFCC have met OPM requirements for local eligibility.  

Every year, the LFCC selects one of the voluntary organizations involved in the CFC to serve as the Principal
Combined Fund Organization (PCFO), whose job it is to manage the campaign and serve as fiscal agent.  OPM sets
strict requirements for this role. Annual audits are required of the PCFO by an independent CPA.

OPM is responsible for regulating the CFC and providing guidance and oversight nationwide.  It reviews and provides
guidance and technical advice on regulations, and has the authority to conduct compliance audits on any CFC local
campaign fiscal records.  

The CFC Brochure
This brochure consists of National, International, and Local organizations. National and International organizations are
approved by OPM, and Local organizations are approved by the LFCC.  All organizations participating in the
campaign must meet strict public accountability criteria set forth in OPM regulations.  Each organization’s brochure
information includes the following: organization’s name and code number, statement of purpose, phone number,
website address, legal name of the organization in parentheses if it is doing business under another name, the employer
identification number (EIN), and its fundraising and administrative expenses as a percentage of total support and
revenue.  The EIN provides donors another point of reference for obtaining information about an organization’s
finances from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) (1-877-829-5500). Please note that some organizations may be
covered under an umbrella organization’s tax exemption status and may not list the EIN. Religious organizations are
exempt from the requirement of having an EIN.

Under OPM regulations, if an organization’s administrative and fundraising expenses exceed 25 percent of total
support and revenue, it must certify that the expenses are reasonable under the circumstances and include a formal plan
to reduce such expenses below 25 percent.  Organizations with an asterisk following their administrative and
fundraising expense percentage have expenses above the 25 percent level, and have provided OPM with a satisfactory
explanation as to why the amount of expenses is reasonable under the circumstances and a plan to reduce these
expenses below 25 percent. Because many circumstances can affect this rate, donors who may have questions are urged
to contact the organization.



Interested donors may also obtain information about a charity’s finances and compliance with charitable organization
standards of accountability by contacting the Better Business Bureau’s–Wise Giving Alliance (www.give.org).  

For general information about trends in giving and volunteering or data on the nonprofit sector, donors may contact:
USA Freedom Corps (http://www.usafreedomcorps.gov/), the National Center for Charitable Statistics
(www.nccs.urban.org), or the American Association of Fundraising Counsel (www.aafrc.org).

Types of Organizations Listed

Organizations listed in the CFC brochure are either affiliated with a federation or are “unaffiliated”.  Federations are
established for purposes of supplying common fundraising, administrative, and management services to its member
organizations.  Charitable organizations participating in the CFC as a member of a federation may pay dues or fees to
that federation as a service charge.  For additional information on a particular federation and any dues/fees paid by its
members, either contact the federation, its members, or review the federation’s annual report. 

If you would like more information about the finances, services, benefits or programs an organization provides, you
may contact the organization directly using the information provided with their listing in this brochure.

What are the costs of the campaign?
Last year, approximately 9.3% of the funds raised nationwide were spent on printing materials, training volunteers,
auditing contributions, and other administrative expenses.  All local campaign costs are reviewed and approved by the
LFCC governing the local campaign.  On average, this cost is low compared with other fundraising campaigns;
therefore, every dollar you pledge goes a very long way toward helping others.

What is the payroll deduction option?
Payroll deduction makes it convenient for you to give by letting you spread your contribution across the entire year.
Last year, more than 90% of all CFC funds raised were given through payroll deduction.  Payments on payroll
deduction pledges begin on the first pay period beginning in January and conclude with the last pay period beginning
in December.  Because there is no simpler way for you to make good things happen for so many people, payroll
deduction helps you care for your community and your world.

Can I specify which organization will receive my contribution?
By designating where your CFC contribution will go, you ensure that your donation goes to meet the needs that you
feel are most important.  You may designate the organizations of your choice where indicated on your pledge card.
Additional designations must be completed on a second pledge card.  Except for documented expenses for the operation
of the local CFCs and uncollected pledges, all contributions are distributed as designated.  

Please do not designate an organization that is not listed in this brochure.  Adding organizations not listed, or
“write-ins”, is prohibited and donations to such organizations cannot be accepted by the CFC.

How do I designate a federation, or alternatively, one of its members, to receive my contribution?
If you wish to designate all or some portion of your contribution to a federation, please record that federation’s
corresponding code number on your pledge card.  The federation name will be listed at the top of the list of the
federation’s member organizations.  Contributions designated to a federation will be shared in accordance with the
federation’s policy.  If you wish to designate all or some portion of your contribution to a federation member
organization, please record that organization’s corresponding code number on your pledge card.

How do I designate an unaffiliated organization to receive my contribution?
You may wish to designate to a specific organization or organizations not affiliated with a federation (unaffiliated
organizations).  If you wish to designate all or some portion of your contribution to an unaffiliated organization, please
record that organization’s corresponding code number on your pledge card.
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What if I choose not to specify an organization to receive my CFC contribution?
All funds contributed to the CFC that are not designated to a specific organization or federation will be distributed
to all organizations listed in the CFC brochure in the same proportion as they received designations. Organizations
that do not receive designated dollars cannot receive any donations.

International General Designation Option

If you wish to have your contribution distributed proportionately among all international organizations that received
designated gifts, you may do so by recording the letters IIII on your pledge card.

Do I have to give through the CFC?
No.  Participation in the CFC is strictly voluntary.  

Coercion is forbidden.  You have the right not to be improperly influenced regarding your decision to give or not
to give through the CFC.  Practices not permitted include, but are not limited to:  supervisory solicitation of
employees supervised, setting of 100% participation goals, providing and using contributor lists for purposes other
than the routine collection and forwarding of contributions and installment pledges, establishing personal dollar
goals and quotas, and developing and using lists of non-contributors.

If you prefer, you may donate to the CFC anonymously by placing your confidential gift in a sealed envelope.

Civilian employees may register complaints about coercion with the LFCC and contact their personnel offices;
military personnel should contact their commanding officers.

Will I receive a receipt for my contribution?
Donors may keep a copy of their pledge card as a receipt of their pledge.  A Federal employee who makes a one-
time (cash, check, or money order) contribution of $250 or more and those who make a payroll deduction
contribution of $250 or more per pay period to a single organization in the CFC should consult a tax adviser to
determine if additional verification of the donation is required by the IRS.  Such verification can be obtained by
contacting the local CFC office.  

CFC Nat ional  Websi te :
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w w w . d s c c . d l a . m i l / n e w s / e v e n t s / c f c

Visit  our  website  !




